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stop at their gravesides* It survives with their posterity
until at least the third generation* For when a man dis-
tinguishes himself in any sphere of activity, not only he
himself is respected, but his ancestors are also honoured
unto the third generation* Conversely, if he disgraces
himself, not only his own character is stained, but the
good name of his ancestors unto likewise the third genera-
tion is also dragged into the mire* The consequences,
one way or the other, therefore produce a healthy influence
upon those of the present generation, and the principle
of mutual responsibility becomes thereby amplified as
well as intensified*

Here is perhaps where the Western individualism is
morally deficient* In Europe, a man is supposed to go
out into the world so soon as he attains his majority*
He marries and sets up his own home apart and separate
from the parental roof* In so doing, the ties that used
to bind him to his parents seem to be severed* He has
his own family to support and therefore cannot, in the
average case, afford to support his parents as well. Ac-
cordingly, the old people are left to shift for themselves
in their declining years, and this from an Easterner's
point of view is almost inconceivable*

This may be partly because, in the majority of cases,
the parents themselves are comfortable enough not to
require any assistance from the sons, but it appears that
the truer reason is to be sought in the atmosphere which
enjoins that an individual is to be the supreme master
of his own destinies* He is presumed to need all the
money he can earn for himself; so to require him to allo-
cate a portion thereof for the support of his parents or